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Learn Japanese online!

www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

Do you know the “Easy Japanese”
website ?

NHK WORLD RADIO JAPAN also
provides a variety of useful online
content for the lessons free of charge.

Please access and enjoy learning!

Audio, text and illustration for all the lessons

You can learn basic grammar and useful expressions with the
entire text, audio and colorful illustrations of Anna’s story, all
available for free. You can also use the website to learn
Japanese phrases effectively, by listening to the audio of

each sentence.

Teach Us, Teacher
In each lesson, the lesson supervisor, Assoc. Prof. Akane Tokunaga,

explains important learning points.

Sound Words
Onomatopoeia and imitative words describing persons, actions or things are

introduced, along with audio and illustrations.

Japanese Syllabaries

Learn two forms of Japanese writing, Hiragana and Katakana.

Vocabulary List & Quiz
The main words and phrases used in each lesson are introduced, along with

a quiz to confirm that you have learned the meaning.
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HrzuL
LESSON 1 h(EFF7>FTT
WATASHI WA ANNA DESU

( )
7 FUHELT, B @F7>FTH. How do you do?
Anna HAJIMEMASHITE. I'm Anna.
WATASHI WA ANNA DESU.
=<5 [FUSHFELTC, =<BTT, How do you do?
Sakura HAJIMEMASHITE. I'm Sakura.
SAKURA DESU.
7> 1A EBJ@?%L\ UESC Nice to meet you.
Anna YOROSHIKU ONEGAI SHIMASU.
=<5 ZEBC%, Nice to meet you, too.
Sakura KOCHIRAKOSO.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@& WA is the particle indicating a topic.
@ Adding DESU after Noun-B forms a predicate.
e.g.) WATASHI WA ANNA DESU. (I'm Anna.)

@ Japanese scripts Japanese Syllabaries : See pp.56, 57
® The Japanese language has three types of scripts, Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji,

each with its own specific role.

Sound Words

AN

The sound of tapping a Japanese The sound of patting someone

percussion, a small shoulder drum on the shoulder
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LESSON 2 :n(ﬁﬁ'c“?b‘

KORE WA NAN DESU KA
( )
7T EL<BEA. [FLN EDE, Sakura.
Anna SAKURA-SAN. HAI, DOZO. This is for you.
=<5 chnEETIn, What is this?
Sakura KORE WA NAN DESU KA.
7 ENEIADBTETT, It’s a souvenir from Thailand.
Anna SORE WA TAI NO OMIYAGE
DESU.
=<5 HOMESTETNET, Thank you very much.
Sakura ARIGATO GOZAIMASU.
7> EDVWEZUFRLUT, You are welcome.
Anna DOITASHIMASHITE.
g J

4 Grammar Tips

@ KORE WA NAN DESU KA (What is this?)

® KA is a particle. When added to the end of a sentence

with a rising intonation, it allows you to ask a question.

e.g.) SORE WA NAN DESU KA. (What is it?)

@ iNoun-Ai NO iNoun-Bé

@ NO is a particle that links two nouns. In Japanese, you put a modifying word before a noun.

e.g.) TOKYO NO OMIYAGE (a souvenir from Tokyo)

Sound Words

It describes a person who is walking

hurriedly.

NORONORO

that is moving slowly.

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015 -6 -
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LESSON 3 cMLIEEESTTH
TOIRE WA DOKO DESU KA

( )
- el
=<5 e Z(?I%Z =TI, Here’s a classroom.
Sakura KOKO WA KYOSHITSU DESU.
7 N, U Oh, it’s spacious.
Anna WA, HIROI.
_ ) . .
=<5 BT IR, Over there is the library.
Sakura ASOKO WA TOSHOKAN.
7T M LIEESTIH, Where is a restroom?
Anna TOIRE WA DOKO DESU KA.
=<5 IEITT, Just over there.
Sakura SUGU SOKO DESU.
\_ J

4 Grammar Tips

@® _ WA DOKO DESU KA (Whereis _?)
® DOKO DESU KA is a phrase that allows you to ask where something is, either a place or thing.
e.g.) TOIRE WA DOKO DESU KA. (Where is a restroom?)

@ KOSOADO words

® Japanese demonstratives are called KOSOADO words,

taking the first syllables of the demonstratives of

the four groups, such as KOKO (here),

SOKO (there), ASOKO (over there),
DOKO (where).

Sound Words

The sound of a horse It describes an It describes a rabbit

walking elephant walking. jumping around.
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Dorm Mother

=<5
Sakura

ANATA MO RYUGAKUSEI
DESU KA.

— REEL 99 SR BN
WX, A FBZEETIESDEEA.
CFALUA gf\ib‘b\
HARANDZFEETT,
IIE, WATASHI WA RYUGAKUSEI
DEWA ARIMASEN.

NIHON-JIN NO GAKUSEI DESU.

LESSON 4 WX
TADAIMA
e
7 ZIZWE, I’'m home.
Anna TADAIMA.
=R sRomE, Welcome back.
Dorm Mother OKAERINASAL
=<5 ZhITBF. Hello.
Sakura KONNICHIWA.
R 35@7?‘_15%5%<¥_C gIh. Are you an international

student, too?

No, I'm not an international
student.

I'm a Japanese student.

5

Grammar Tips

@® ANATA WA NIHON-JIN DESU KA (Are you a Japanese?)
If the answer is “yes” = HAI, WATASHI WA NIHON-JIN DESU.

If the answer is “no” = IIE, WATASHI WA NIHON-JIN DEWA ARIMASEN.

@ Greetings

GARAGARA

Sound Words

The sound of a person opening a sliding door
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The sound of a door being shut




www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

=hsEm

nizL H
LESSON 5 TN DEWMTYT
SORE WA WATASHI NO TAKARAMONO DESU

( )
7> L oMREZESTE, 5T, My room is this way.
Anna WATASHI NO HEYA WA Please.
KOCHIRA DESU. DOZO.
=<5 T | TNEERET> S 2 Amazing! Are all these manga?
Sakura SUGOI!
KORE WA ZENBU MANGA?
7T NI DOENTT . They are my treasures.
Anna B EEHET. I read manga every day.
SORE WA WATASHI NO
TAKARAMONO DESU.
WATASHI WA MAINICHI
\ MANGA O YOMIMASU. y
4 Grammar Tips
@ MASU-form verbs Verbs : See pp.54, 55

@ Verbs that end with MASU are called “MASU-form verbs.”

The MASU-form verbs are used when speaking politely.
& To make it negative, we change MASU to MASEN.
e.g.) YOMIMASU (to read) = YOMIMASEN (not to read)

@ [Subject] WA + [Object] O + Verb

-
| R

@ The typical word order in Japanese is “subject, object, and verb.”
e.g.) WATASHI WA MANGA O YOMIMASU. (I read manga.)

@ The particle O indicates the object of an action.

Sound Words

The sound made by turning the pages It describes a person calmly

of a book

taking time to grapple with a task.
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J

_C/ui’)(i/vzg RAFA
LESSON 6 EEHESAETI L
DENWABANGO WA NANBAN DESU KA
( )
=<5 ETBTT>F Ao By the way, Anna.
ADEATS  RAEA
Sakura BEESFHETTH. What is your telephone number?
TOKORODE ANNA-SAN.
DENWABANGO WA NANBAN
DESU KA.
7> AR E, Let me see.
Anna 080-1234—-- - -, 080 - 1234 - ....
ETO. REI HACHI REI-ICHI NI
SAN YON -....
~ o — “ ChE T A
=<5 BONES, Ur. S, @%LFIMA.  Thank you.
Sakura ARIGATO. JA, KONDO, Then, I'll phone you next time.
DENWA O SHIMASU NE.
g
4 Grammar Tips
@® Numbers (1)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
REI, YON, NANA, KYO, .
ICHI NI SAN GO | ROKU HACHI JuU
ZERO SHI SHICHI KU

@ _ O SHIMASU (Todo )
& SHIMASU is a verb that means “to do something.”

You can talk about many actions by combining O SHIMASU with nouns.

e.g.) BENKYO (studying)
RYORI

(cooking)

Sound Words

PURURURU

The sound of a telephone ringing

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015
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= BENKYO O SHIMASU. (I study.)
= RYORI O SHIMASU.

(I cook.)

The ring tone of a dial phone
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LESSON 7 31— U—=AlFHBDODFEITH
SHUKURIMU WA ARIMASU KA

( )
7oF T—FA o ENBDFETR, There are lots of cakes.
Anna KEKI GA IPPAI ARIMASU NE.
=<5 FHFEA 1 —TY—-AEFHBDFEINH. Excuse me.
Sakura SUMIMASEN, Are there cream puffs?
SHUKURIMU WA ARIMASU KA.
e [FL, ZB5TY, Yes, this way.
Clerk HAI, KOCHIRA DESU.
=<5 2 2—OU—LEZDLEE, Two cream puffs, please.
Sakura SHUKURIMU O FUTATSU
KUDASALI.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@® _ GA ARIMASU (Thereis/are _)
® GA is the particle that comes after a noun, which indicates the subject of a sentence.
Essentially, GA is used to introduce a person or a thing into the conversation
for the first time.
® ARIMASU is a verb indicating that some things are there.
e.g.) KEKI GA ARIMASU. (There is a cake.)
@ TSU : a counter for things like cakes Counters : See p.53

@ If followed by the counter TSU, the way we count numbers from one to ten changes.

HITOTSU FUTATSU MITTSU

Sound Words

PAKUPAKU

It describes a person eating something with It describes a person chewing some food

a huge appetite. without opening his/her mouth.
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Wws & Rt
LESSON 8 H553—EBBVWULET
MOICHIDO ONEGAI SHIMASU

( )
K BREA. TNEBZTIREL, Everybody, please memorize
Teacher HERC K< BxET. this.
MINASAN, KORE O OBOETE It often comes up in exams.
KUDASALI.
SHIKEN NI YOKU DEMASU.

73:_\%2’3“ ADo What?

Students E’.

7T %% B'BLEBﬁgb\bi@'o Teacher, once more, please.

Anna SENSEI, MOICHIDO ONEGAI
SHIMASU.

. J

4 Grammar Tips

@® TE-form verbs (1) Basic pattern Verbs : See pp.54, 55

® When we use verbs in the middle of sentences, we use their conjugated forms.

® The conjugated verbs ending with TE or DE, are called “TE-form verbs.”
To turn MASU-form verbs into TE-form verbs, the basic pattern is just to change MASU to TE.
e.g.) OBOEMASU (to memorize) = OBOETE

and then KUDASAI (please).
e.g.) OBOEMASU + KUDASAI = OBOETE KUDASAI (Please memorize)

Sound Words

DOKI

DOKI
It describes how the heart beats fast It is the word that expresses
with surprise, anxiety or excitement. a moment of surprise.

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015 -12 -




www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

BAL
LESSON 9 faFHhs5TIh
NANJI KARA DESU KA
4 A
AN » LI U‘/\/Zﬁ_kﬁ:’/\/ " . 3
AH. fERZIh D ET, You'll have a health examination
Teacher ASHITA, KENKOSHINDAN GA tomorrow.
ARIMASU.
A C
7P NS TID, From what time?
Anna NANJI KARA DESU KA.
BAB ZEA G ¢
FrIOBHNS 1 1KEFTTY, From 9 o’clock to 11 o’clock
(3 A > .
Teacher CIC8ERECEE > TREE, in the morning.
GOZEN KUJI KARA JUICHIJI Please gather at this place
MADE DESU. KOKO NI HACHIJI at 8:30.
HAN NI ATSUMATTE KUDASAI.
\_ )

4 Grammar Tips

@ NANJI (What time)

@ NAN is “what” and JI is “time.” ]I is a counter indicating a specific hour.

e.g.) NANJI DESU KA. (What time is it?)

@ TE-form verbs (2) Variations

@ In this pattern, you change not only MASU but also one syllable before it.

Verbs : See pp.54, 55

The TE-form differs depending on the syllable that comes right before MASU.

Syllable before MASU = TE-form Examples *exception
i/chi/ri =  tte ATSUMARIMASU (to gather) = ATSUMATTE IKIMASU (to go)
= ITTE
mi/ ni/bi = nde YOMIMASU (to read) = YONDE
ki = te KIKIMASU (to listen to) = KIITE
g = ide 1SOGIMASU (to hurry) = ISOIDE

Sound Words

It is used when you are pressed so hard

for time that you have no more to spare.

_13_

It is used, when you almost go

beyond the limit.
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’d‘/wé’lv
LESSON 10 2EVNEITH
ZEN-IN IMASU KA

( )
K FUSHICH E LR BRENDET, At first, we measure your height
Teacher LEhxThH and weight.

HAJIMENI SHINCHO TO TAIJU O Is everyone here?
HAKARIMASU.
ZEN-IN IMASU KA.
orUI 7oFEAVEEA Anna is not here.
Rodrigo ANNA-SAN GA IMASEN.
7> THELA. BNELE. I'm sorry. I'm late.
Anna SUMIMASEN. OKUREMASHITA.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@® IMASU
@ IMASU is a verb to express the existence of living things, such as people and animals.
e.g.) ANNA GA IMASU. (Anna is here.)

@ ARIMASU refers to the existence of non-living things. See lesson 7
@ MASHITA : Past form of MASU

@ To turn MASU-form verbs to the past form, you change MASU to MASHITA.
e.g.) TABEMASU (to eat) = TABEMASHITA (ate)

Sound Words

This is said to express Saying this conveys how shocked

disappointment. and disappointed someone is.
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LESSON 11 BORTLIEEW
ZEHI KITE KUDASAI
( )
7k %‘bgd)ftcﬁg U(ZV%;_C‘} (—> 1 —%=fi== On Saturday this week, we’ll have
Anna T, a<BEA. FOETI S, a party at our dormitory.
KONSHU NO DOYOBI NI RYO DE Sakura, by all means, please
PATI O HIRAKIMASU. come.
SAKURA-SAN, ZEHI KITE KUDASAI
=<5 N, 7<I7<. Oh, Il go. Tl go.
Sakura ZEoTEAR, This Saturday, right?
WA, IKU IKU.
KONDO NO DOYOBI NE.
L J

4 Grammar Tips

® Days of the week

GETSUYOBI Monday
KAYOBI Tuesday
SUIYOBI Wednesday
MOKUYOBI Thursday
KINYOBI Friday
DOYOBI Saturday
NICHIYOBI Sunday

Sound Words

It is used to express excited joy

or happy expectations.

@ Dictionary-form verbs Verbs : See pp.54, 55
@ Japanese dictionaries list verbs in this form.

@ If you use this form, you sound more casual.
e.g.) IKIMASU (togo) = IKU
TABEMASU (to eat) = TABERU

It is used to express a cheerful,

buoyant mood.
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LESSON 12 MDE%(Z%EE vEh

ITSU NIHON NI KIMASHITA KA

( )
=<5 ORUTEAGWDEECHEE LIh, Rodrigo, when did you come to
Sakura RODORIGO-SAN WA ITSU Japan?

NIHON NI KIMASHITA KA.
mi ) 3 E(C%i U7z, I came in March.
Rodrigo SANGATSU NI KIMASHITA.
=<5 s>HF0EE ClaNE 2 Have you got used to living in
Sakura MO NIHON NO SEIKATSU NI Japan by now?
NARETA?
ORUT AX. Fdo Yeah, to some extent.
Rodrigo E, MA.
. J
4 Grammar Tips
@® TA-form verbs Verbs : See pp.54, 55
® The TA-form of verbs is the conjugation form of verbs that ends with TA or DA.
It is for the past or the perfect aspect of verbs.
@ If you use this form, you sound more casual.
e.g.) NAREMASU (to get used to) = NARETA (got used to or have got used to)
@ Making TA-form verbs is the same as making the TE-form of verbs, learned
in lesson 8 and 9. Simply replace TE with TA, and DE with DA.

@ Months

ICHIGATSU January GOGATSU May KUGATSU September

NIGATSU February ROKUGATSU June JUOGATSU October

SANGATSU March SHICHIGATSU  July JUICHIGATSU  November

SHIGATSU April HACHIGATSU  August JUNIGATSU December

Sound Words

It is a word to describe many people

having a good time together.

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015

GAYAGAYA

It describes a large number of people

making a lot of noise, talking to one another.
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L&SED T
LESSON 13 INRDMYFETY
SHOSETSU GA SUKI DESU

(" )
=<5 O RUTSAOERGETID, Rodrigo, what is your hobby?
Sakura RODORIGO-SAN NO SHUMI WA
NAN DESU KA.

ORUID G2y, BoES N MFETT. It’s reading books.

Rodrigo DOKUSHO DESU. I especially like history novels.
TOKUNI REKISHI SHOSETSU GA
SUKI DESU.

=<5 AZ. B ICH LLWRENERE Uz k. Oh. A new bookstore has

Sakura FAIZTITEERAD, opened in Shinjuku.
HE. SHINJUKU NI ATARASHII Why don’t we all go together?
HON-YA GA DEKIMASHITA YO.

\_ MINNA DE IKIMASEN KA. )

4 Grammar Tips

'''''''''''' T [—-=—"="="="="

@® Noun-A WA Noun-B{ GA SUKI DESU (A likes B)
@ SUKI is an adjective meaning “to be fond of,” or “to like.”
@ Here, the particle GA indicates the object of an adjective.

e.g.) ANNA WA MANGA GA SUKI DESU. (Anna likes MANGA.)
@ _ MASEN KA (Why don’t we _?)
@ If you change MASU of MASU-form verbs to MASEN KA, you are inviting people to do something.
e.g.) MINNA DE HON-YA NI IKIMASU. (We will all go together to the bookstore.)
= MINNA DE HON-YA NI IKIMASEN KA. (Why don’t we all go together to the bookstore?)
® 2 types of adjectives Adjectives : See p.53
@ Adjectives are divided basically into two kinds.
Those that end with the syllable I are called I-adjectives. The others are called NA-adjectives.
I-adjectives . ATARASHII (new) ATARASHII HON (a new book)
NA-adjectives : SUKI (fond of) SUKINA HON (the book I like)

Sound Words

PIKAPIKA
KIRAKIRA
It describes something that is It describes something that has become clean
shining or sparkling. and is shining after being polished.
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LESSON 14

CTICISERTTEVNTTD

KOKO NI GOMI O SUTETE MO II DESU KA

( )
7> BEEA. CTCI=HRTTS Mother, may I throw away waste
Anna LTI hY, here?
OKASAN, KOKO NI GOMI O
SUTETE MO 1II DESU KA.

%ﬁ% z5hz. EFFloR CANT Well. Please put cans into

Dorm Mother <7/Z2&U\, ;’!{)%_C IS5, another bag.
SONE. KAN WA BETSU NO Because they are (recyclable)
FUKURO NI IRETE KUDASALI resources.
SHIGEN DESU KARA.

7T (={AN %D‘Dibfco Yes, I see.

Anna HAI, WAKARIMASHITA.

g J

4 Grammar Tips

@ If you say the TE-form verb with MO II DESU KA,
it is an expression to ask for permission.
e.g.) KONO RINGO O TABETE MO II DESU KA. (May I eat this apple?)
L, TE-from of TABEMASU (to eat)
@ _ KARA (as/because ) (1)
& KARA expresses the reason.
e.g.) SHIGEN DESU KARA, BETSU NO FUKURO NI IRETE KUDASAL.

(Because they are (recyclable) resources, please put them into another bag.)

Sound Words

MERA
PACHI
PACHI

It describes how flames fiercely leap up.
It also expresses being fiercely jealous
It is the sound of something burning. of somebody, or filled with fighting spirit.
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LESSON 15
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( )
=<5 REFERCTT. 2. BOELLS, Next is Shinjuku Station.
Sakura TSUGI WA SHINJUKU EKI DESU. Now, let’s get off.
SA, ORIMASHO.
OorUg BN, BONESE, BTNET, Look. Those people are sleeping.
Rodrigo ARE. ANO HITO TACHI,
NETE IMASU.
7> KERR I wonder if they are all right.
Anna DAIJOBU KANA.
=<5 Kk, KER, 35, =k, They are all right.
Sakura DAIJOBU, DAIJOBU. HORA, OKITA. Look! They've woken up.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@ _ MASHO (Let’s )
& If you change the MASU part of a verb to MASHO, you are making a proposal.

e.g.)

KOKO DE ORIMASU.
= KOKO DE ORIMASHO.

(We will get off here.)
(Let’s get off here.)

@ If you add IMASU to the TE-form verb, you can say an action is continuing.

e.g.)

® Negative form of adjectives

GOHAN O TABEMASU.
= GOHAN O TABETE IMASU.

(I eat/will eat a meal.)

(I am eating a meal.)

Adjectives : See p.53

® To turn I-adjectives into the negative form, you change I at the end to KUNAIL.
For NA-adjectives, add DEWANAI.

I-adjectives

NA-adjectives

ATARASHII (new)
DALIOBU (all right)

Sound Words

It is the sound of snoring. It also

describes a person who is sound asleep.

_19_

= ATARASHIKUNAI (not new)
= DAIJOBUDEWANAI (not all right)

This word is used to describe a baby or

a small child sleeping comfortably.
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WEA B HE N .
LESSON 16 fBEZE L > T, AICITOTLKEEZW
KAIDAN O AGATTE, MIGI NI ITTE KUDASAI

r
o W52 ULrWVEE, May I help you?
Clerk IRASSHAIMASE.
7T HDS. TN Di%(it“:fa'b‘o Excuse me, but where is the
Anna ANO, MANGA URIBA WA manga section?
DOKO DESU KA.
EE 2T, On the second floor.
Clerk Bk FnioT. BT T RE, Go up the stairs, and go to the
NIKAI DESU. right, please.
KAIDAN O AGATTE, MIGI NI
ITTE KUDASAI.
L

4 Grammar Tips

® TE-form verbs can connect sentences
® Using TE-form verbs, you can express a string of actions occuring in succession.
e.g.) GOKAI NI AGARIMASU + HIDARI NI IKIMASU
(to go up to the 5% floor) (to go to the left)
= GOKAI NI AGAE, HIDARI NI IKIMASU.
(You go up to the 5% floor, and then, go to the left.)

@ DIRECTIONS HIDARI  (Left) MIGI (Right)

Sound Words

g

It is the sound of a person going up It is the sound of somebody knocking

the stairs. on the door.
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LESSON 17 B??‘b(ﬁﬁ'c?b‘
OSUSUME WA NAN DESU KA

( )
7 . ORI, Ah! This book is good.
Anna EHE%§%5O That, too, looks interesting.
=< BTADETTHITIN, What is Sakura’s
A, KONO HON II NA. recommendation?

ARE MO OMOSHIROSO.
SAKURA-SAN NO OSUSUME WA
NAN DESU KA.

=<5 ZHUFES? What about this?
Sakura KORE WA DO?
7 MREI—FEL>2&E- - - Horror stories are a little bit....
Anna HORA WA CHOTTO....
. J

4 Grammar Tips

F——— e — e — e — -

@ Adjective + SO (It seems )
g,&&d_ln_g_s_é after an adjective allows you to talk about what you think or guess,
after you look at or listen to something.
@ When you add SO to I-adjectives, you change I at the end to SO.
I-adjectives : OMOSHIROI (interesting) = OMOSHIRO@ (seem interesting)

NA-adjectives : HIMA (free) = HIMASO (seem to be free)
@ _ WA CHOTTO ... (_is/are a little bit ...)

@ You can say this to decline a proposal, in a soft, indirect way, without directly voicing disapproval.

e.g.) HORA WA CHOTTO.... (Horror stories are a little bit....)

Sound Words @

It is a word that expresses the state It describes how people or things

where there is no sound. are forming a line.
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LESSON 18

BlcE-TULEVELE

MICHI NI MAYOTTE SHIMAIMASHITA

( )
7 ELEL. a<BEA, BIFTIEE, Hello, Sakura. Please help me.
Anna BcHk-TLxnELR, P'm lost.

MOSHIMOSHI, SAKURA-SAN.
TASUKETE KUDASAI
MICHI NI MAYOTTE
SHIMAIMASHITA.
=<5 £ ez Where are you now?
Sakura IMA, DOKO?
73 BosCHERNBDET. There is a post office right in
Anna ME NO MAE NI YUBINKYOKU front of me.
GA ARIMASU.
=<5 Ahofe. ZTICWT, I see. Stay there.
Sakura WAKATTA. SOKO NI ITE.
\ J
4 Grammar Tips

@® MOSHIMOSHI (“Hello” on the telephone)

@ [TE-form verb + SHIMAIMASHITA (Have done )

e —' —

@ You say SHIMAIMASHITA after TE-form verbs

to express that you have done something carelessly

or absent-mindedly.

e.g.) MACHIGAEMASU (to make a mistake)
=  MACHIGAETE SHIMAIMASHITA. (I've made a mistake.)

Post office mark

Sound Words

OROORO

This word describes how a person has lost

his/her presence of mind, or panicked.

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015

UROURO

_22_

It describes how a person is moving

around not knowing what to do.
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LESSON 19 J&h o
YOKATTA
( )
OorUT H—L\ PFEA. Hey! Anna.
Rodrigo OI, ANNA-SAN.
7 FHFATRe Everybody.
Anna MINNA.
okuzd £ T, DEELTEL. I'm glad.
Rodrigo YOKATTA. SHINPAI SHITA YO. We were worried about you.
7> CHATRELN, I'm sorry.
Anna PASHENSI=DT. DNETUENE The cameras were inexpensive,
Lz so I was just looking at them.
GOMENNASALI.
KAMERA GA YASUKATTA NODE,
TSUI MITE SHIMAIMASHITA.
. J
4 Grammar Tips
@® Past form of adjectives Adjectives : See p.53
® Japanese adjectives can have a past form.
For I-adjectives, change I at the end to KATTA. For NA-adjectives, add DATTA.
I-adjectives YASUI (inexpensive) = YASUKATTA (was/were inexpensive)
(exception) IT (good) = YOKATTA (was/were good)
NA-adjectives DAIJOBU (all right) = DAIJOBU DATTA (was/were all right)
@ GOMENNASAI (I'm sorry)
@ You say GOMENNASAI, when you apologize to
people closer to you, such as family or friends. iGOMENNASAI

® SUMIMASEN sounds more formal than

GOMENNASAL

See lesson 22

Sound Words

It is the sound of a camera shutter

being released.

_23_

It expresses not only the sound of a shutter, but

also the act of a person taking a picture itself.
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ICEA 3z Dk .
LESSON 20 BERoFETO>I=CcEhHbDFEITH
NIHON NO UTA O UTATTA KOTO GA ARIMASU KA

( )
OorUT 7 FEAGEEORER S 2T N Anna, have you ever sung
Rodrigo BDFTEIN, Japanese songs?

ANNA-SAN WA NIHON NO UTA

O UTATTA KOTO GA ARIMASU

KA.
7o (I, BDET, Yes, I have.
Anna HAI, ARIMASU.
=<5 & AT DB 2 What kind of songs are you good
Sakura DONNA KYOKU GA TOKUI? at singing?
73 7=XDH TT, Songs from animation.
Anna ANIME NO KYOKU DESU.
\. J

4 Grammar Tips

@® ARIMASU
@ In Lesson 7, ARIMASU meant “something exists.” In Lesson 9, it meant “an event that is held.”
In this lesson, ARIMASU has a meaning of “having something” such as experiences, time or

opportunities.

_____________________

@ If we combine TA—form verbs and KOTO GA ARIMASU, we can talk about our experiences,

namely what we have done before.
e.g.) WATASHI WA SHINJUKU NI ITTA KOTO GA ARIMASU. (I have been to Shinjuku.)
L. TA-form of IKIMASU (to go)

Sound Words

GATAN
GOTON

It is the sound of a train running. It is the sound at a crossing.
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LWWX, ENEETS

ITE, SOREHODODEMO

(
=<5 7>+, tERR, Anna, you are good.
Sakura ANNA, JOZU DA NE.
7> WX, ZNEETE, No, not really.
Anna IIE, SOREHODODEMO.
OorUD Ho. ESTAREETT, Look! It is already so late.
Rodrigo A’, MO KONNA JIKAN DESU.
7F RE, FRcEIcEDR, Unbelievable.
Anna TAIHEN. I won’t get back before dorm
MONGEN NI MANIAWANALI curfew.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@ NAI-form of verbs

® The verbs that conjugate, ending with NAI, are called “NAI-form verbs.”

Verbs : See pp.54, 55

They are the casual-negative verbs.

e.g.) TABEMASU (to eat) = TABENAI (not to eat)
OKIMASU (to get up) = OKINAI (not to get up)
IKIMASU (to go) = IKANAI (not to go)
TSUKAIMASU  (to use) = TSUKAWANAI (not to use)
KIMASU (to come) = KONAI (not to come)

@ IIE, SOREHODODEMO (No, not really.)
@ IIE is a negative answer. SOREHODODEMO means “not really.”
® IIE, SOREHODODEMO is an expression you use to be humble and modest.

Sound Words

It describes lots of people shouting It is the word to express women’s

and making noises. high-pitched voice.
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BT
LESSON 22 BLRDOFEUE
OSOKU NARIMASHITA

( )
7T BEEA. SRS, B<RDEUR, Mother, I'm sorry.
Anna OKASAN, GOMENNASAL. I'm late.
OSOKU NARIMASHITA.
Hh 7> FEh, 109GEATY. Anna, you are ten minutes late.
Dorm :‘F’%ﬁ%g}ij TIEWTFERE A You shouldn’t break promises.
Mother ANNA-SAN, JIPPUN MO CHIKOKU

DESU. YAKUSOKU O

YABUTTE WA IKEMASEN.
7T THERA. REDITET. [ apologize.
Anna SUMIMASEN. KI O TSUKEMASU. I'll be careful.

4 Grammar Tips

@® How to change adjectives to adverbs
@ We can change I-adjectives to adverbs by changing the final I to KU.
0SOI (late) = OSOKU e.g.) OSOKU NARIMASHITA. (I'm late.)
@ We can change NA-adjectives to adverbs by adding NI after the words.
10zU (good at) = JOZUNI e.g.) JOZUNI NARIMASHITA. (I have become good at it.)

@ FUN/PUN : a counter for minutes
NIFUN (2 minutes), JIPPUN/JUPPUN (10 minutes) Counters : See p.53

_____________________

® TE-form verb + WA IKEMASEN

@ If you say a TE-form of verb and then WA IKEMASEN, you mean, “You shouldn’t do it.”
e.g.) YAKUSOKU O YABUTTE WA IKEMASEN. (You shouldn’t break promises.)

Sound Words

We say this when we are It is used to describe It expresses nagging,
furious. somebody who looks sulky grumbling or scolding with
with anger. anger.
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BE=ACESNELE

OKASAN NI SHIKARAREMASHITA

r
=<5 Z@%ﬁ(i?qﬁﬁ(iiﬁ(:éD =2 Did you make it in time for dorm
Sakura KONOAIDA WA MONGEN NI curfew the other day?
MANIATTA?

7 LWz, BICEVERATUR, No. Ididn't make it in time.

Anna TNT. BHSALCESNELE, So, I was scolded by Mother.
Sy 3ol = = Uk, My clean-up duty has increased
I[IE. MANIAIMASEN DESHITA. by three more times.
SOREDE, OKASAN NI
SHIKARAREMASHITA. SOJI TOBAN
GA SANKAI FUEMASHITA.

=<5 ENEFRER >R, It was hard, wasn'’t it?

Sakura SORE WA TAIHEN DATTA NE.

g J

~

4 Grammar Tips

@® _MASEN DESHITA : Past-negative form of MASU
@ Change MASU-form verbs to the past-negative by replacing MASU with MASEN DESHITA.

MANIAIMASU (to be in time)

past ﬂ_

=

negative

MANIAIMASEN (not to be in time)

!

MANIAIMASHITA (was/were in time) => MANIAIMASEN DESHITA (wasn't/weren’t in time)

@ Passive expression

Verbs : See pp.54, 55

® We use the passive form of a verb and indicate

who did the action using the particle, NI.

SHIKARIMASU (to scold) = SHIKARAREMASU (to be scolded)

OKASAN WA WATASHI O SHIKARIMASHITA.

T

(Mother scolded me.)

WATASHI WA OKASAN NI SHIKARAREMASHITA. (I was scolded by mother.)

Sound Words

It is the sound of scrubbing.

This describes the sound of wiping or polishing

_27_

glasses or window panes with force.
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LESSON 24 fﬁbm\'c <EEW

TSUKAWANAIDE KUDASAI

Anna SENSEI, JISHO O

TSUKATTE MO 1I DESU KA.
WWR, 2T, BDRNT a0,
IIE, DAME DESU.
TSUKAWANAIDE KUDASAL

jericinl

Teacher

U

~

r
S =N %tEil [FZZFTTY, Now, today’s lesson is up to
Teacher *Ho F Tz é(:Eit%ﬁ% UESCI this point.
HAI, KYO WA KOKO MADE I'll give you a quiz on Monday
DESU. RAISHU NO GETSUYOBI next week.
NI SHIKEN O SHIMASU.

7>or 5'6% E¥§7‘£1£D THBEWLNWTThHY, Teacher, can we use

dictionaries?

No, you cannot.

Please don’t use them.

4 Grammar Tips

® ENAI-form verbi + DE KUDASAI (Please don't _)

@ If you add DE KUDASAI to the NAI-form of verb, you are telling somebody

not to do something.
e.g.) IKANAI DE KUDASAI. (Please don't go.)
H:D NAI-form of IKIMASU (to go)

@ Words to indicate time points

KINO (yesterday) - KYO (today)

ASHITA (tomorrow) i

SENSHU (last week) --- KONSHU (this week)

RAISHU (next week)

SENGETSU (last month)

KONGETSU (this month) ---

RAIGETSU (next month)

Sound Words

PN

BOBU

BUTSU

BUTSU

It describes how people grumbling

and complaining discontentedly.
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(0= {0

D<X
LESSON 25 MOTFICAN
TSUKUE NO SHITA NI HAIRE

( )

BABL G LA A, 2
R, AR BBEWNT, It’s an earthquake.
<R = 0

Teacher M oFEin, Everybody, keep calm.
o & o
ENENE> 2L D, Get under the desk.
JISHIN DA. MINNA, OCHITSUITE. The shaking seems to have
TSUKUE NO SHITA NI HAIRE. subsided.
YURE WA OSAMATTA YO DA.

7T Uo<hUf. I was surprised.
[CFn li/\/\t? _ (2 bi/y W5

Anna HARFAS CHENZWTIN. Japan truly has many
BIKKURI SHITA. earthquakes, doesn’t it?

NIHON WA HONTO NI
JISHIN GA OI DESU NE.

Grammar Tips

S

@ Command form of verbs Verbs : See pp.54, 55

® The command form is often used at the time of an emergency, or for signs, such as traffic.
e.g.) NIGEMASU (to run away) = NIGERO. (Run away!)
@ _ YO DA/YO DESU (It seems _)
@ YO DA is the casual expression of YO DESU, indicating that the speaker has assessed
the situation, and has made a certain judgement about the state of affairs.
& Before YO DA, you cannot use the MASU-form of verbs.
e.g.) YURE WA OSAMATTA YO DA. (The shaking seems to have subsided.)
H:> TA-form of OSAMARIMASU (to subside)

® z06 WA HANA GA NAGAI (Elephants have long trunks)
v v

topic subject

Sound Words

GURA
GURA
GATA
GATA
It expresses how things such as It expresses how buildings are heavily shaking,
shelves or desks are noisily shaking. or how an object is unstable.
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oF
LESSON 26 RIEHDBAIESBS
TSUGI WA GANBARO

( )
7> ORUT, e, Rodrigo, you are not in high spirits.
Anna RODORIGO, GENKI GA NAI NE.
orUzT HENTERNS AT, I couldn’t do well on the quiz.
Rodrigo SHIKEN GA DEKINAKATTA N

DESU.
7>oF %Zbﬁ I 5<bODM_C Uiz Me, neither....
Anna RIEHAESS, I got a 60.
WATASHI MO.... Let’s do our best next time.
ROKUJITTEN DESHITA.
TSUGI WA GANBARO.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

® _ NDESU
@ You say N DESU, when you explain a situation or a reason.
@ Before N DESU, you must use the plain form of verbs, such as the dictionary form
and the TA-form.
e.g.) SHIKEN GA DEKINAKATTA N DESU. (I couldn’t do well on the quiz.)
L Plain form of DEKIMASEN DESHITA (couldn’t do well)

@ DESHITA : Past form of DESU
e.g.) TAIHEN DESU. (It is hard.) = TAIHEN DESHITA. (It was hard.)

® GANBARO (Let’s do our best) Verbs : See pp. 54, 55
& GANBARO is the volitional form of GANBARIMASU (to do the best).
@ The volitional form expresses the will of the speaker. It is also used to invite the listener to do

something together, or to urge the listener to do something.

Sound Words

OGYA
OGYA

The sound of a baby crying hard The sound of an infant crying loudly
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n FocA
LESSON 27 SEDEBIBATIH
DARE GA KEKKON SURU N DESU KA

é )

7 T BATTD Who is getting married?

Anna DARE GA KEKKON SURU N
DESU KA.

=<5 GRoERS, A friend in Shizuoka.

Sakura SHIZUOKA NO TOMODACHI.

7T NZo WWDTINHY, Oh. When is it?

Anna HE. ITSU DESU KA.

=<5 ¥H5 0AL. On the 20th of next month.

Sakura 7 F e (Z%%%J\(Zﬁ%b\fa?b\ ? Anna, won’t you come with me
RAIGETSU HATSUKA YO. to Shizuoka?

ANNA MO ISSHO NI
SHIZUOKA NI IKANAI?

4 Grammar Tips

_________________________

@ If you say the NAI-form of a verb with a rising intonation, you are inviting someone
to do something in a casual way.
e.g.) ISSHO NI EIGA O MINAI ? (Won’t you see a movie with me?)
The polite way to say it is: ":D NAI-form of MIMASU (to see)
“:9 ISSHO NI EIGA O MIMASEN KA. (Why don't we see a movie together?)

See lesson 13

@ Days of the month

1% : TSUITACHI 2™ : FUTSUKA 3™ : MIKKA 4% : YOKKA 51 . ITSUKA
6" : MUIKA 7% : NANOKA 8™ : YOKA 9™ : KOKONOKA 10™ : TOKA
11%: JOICHINICHI 20" : HATSUKA 24% - NIJUYOKKA

Sound Words

The sound of a dog barking The sound of a cat mewing
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LIshn
LESSON 28 AN EL DS CE

SHIZUOKA E YOKOSO

e
=<5 ZE5E. WEZOBERL A This is my cousin, Kenta.
Sakura KOCHIRA WA,

ITOKO NO KENTA-KUN.
X %%%/\4:5 %o Welcome to Shizuoka.
Kenta SHIZUOKA E YOKOSO.
=<5 BEHASITELLDS, He knows a lot about cameras.
Sakura NBNBELTH. So, feel free to ask him anything
KARE WA KAMERA KUWASHII about them.
KARA, IROIRO KIITE NE.
7T ESTEBULBNLET, It’s nice to meet you.
Anna DOZO YOROSHIKU ONEGAI
SHIMASU.
X (B0 A IOLWNEED) (Anna is cute.)
kKenta (ANNA-CHAN, KAWAII

Grammar Tips

S

@ _ EYOKOSO (Welcome to )

@ E is a particle indicating the end point of a movement. YOKOSO is “welcome.”

e.g.) NIHON E YOKOSO. (Welcome to Japan.)

@ _ KARA (as/because _) (2)

@ KARA is a particle indicating a reason.

e.g.) KAWAII KARA (because it's cute)

See lesson 14

KAWAII : I-adjective

@ When you use KARA with NA-adjectives or nouns, KARA becomes DAKARA.

e.g.) GENKI DAKARA (because he/she is in high spirits)
® _ NI KUWASHII (knowing a lot about _)

GENKI : NA-adjective

e.g.) KENTA WA KAMERA NI KUWASHII. (Kenta knows a lot about cameras.)

Sound Words

PIPOPIPO

This is the sound of an ambulance siren.
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B s BB
LESSON 29 IEKTR3E, XEWTITR
CHIKAKU DE MIRU TO, OKII DESU NE

( )

EUE A .

7 =TIz, That’s Mt. Fuji.

H BH
Anna H<TBBE. AENTIN, When we look at it close by, it’s
nES  ES

1. BOR HIEFHZNTT, big, isn’t it?
FUJISAN DA. Look! The shape of a cloud
CHIKAKU DE MIRU TO, OKII looks like a hat.
DESU NE.

ARE. KUMO NO KATACHI GA
BOSHI MITAI DESU.

FAR <5 B 2D, B . .
X POENRZDE. MNEFEDATLK, When you see the cloud, it will
Kenta ANO KUMO GA MIERU TO, rain.
AME GA FURU N DA YO.
U J

4 Grammar Tips

®© _TO (If )
@ If the particle TO comes after a verb, it indicates a condition.
Verbs take the dictionary form or the NAI-form before TO.
e.g.) ANO KUMO GA MIERU E, AME GA FURIMASU.

(When you see the cloud, it will rain.)
KASAGUMO : a cloud like a hat
@ _NDA See lesson 26
@ N DA is a casual expression of N DESU which you use to explain a situation or a reason.
e.g.) {(Casual) AME GA FURU N DA. (1t will rain.)

{Polite) AME GA FURU N DESU. (It will rain.)

Sound Words

This is the expression for when it is This is the expression for when

raining hard. it is gentle rain.
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g Ly UA &
LESSON 30 H53MPUVUEEZRDIEVWTT
MO SUKOSHI SHASHIN O TORITAI DESU

r
=<5 . W2, 2nTRDEL LS, Look! It has started to rain.
Sakura A, AME DA. Let’s go back in a hurry.

ISOIDE KAERIMASHO.
7> 545 EfEo> TLEE, Wait a moment, please.
Anna 5P UEERBDNTT, [ want to take pictures a little
CHOTTO MATTE KUDASAI longer.
MO SUKOSHI SHASHIN O
TORITAI DESU.
fEx Michnizs, BIEO< £, If you get wet with rain, you
Kenta AME NI NURETARA, KAZE O may catch a cold.
\ HIKU YO.

4 Grammar Tips

® _TAIDESU (wantto )
® Replacing MASU of MASU-form verbs with TAI, you can express what you want to do.
If you add DESU after TAI, the sentence will be polite.
e.g.) SHASHIN O TORIMASU. (I take pictures.)
= SHASHIN O TORITAI DESU. (I want to take pictures.)

_____________________

@ The TA-form and RA, TARA together, indicates a condition.
@ We can also use TO, instead of TARA, under a certain
condition where something always occurs. See lesson 29
e.g.) OSHITARA, TSUKIMASU. (If you press the switch, you turn on the light.)
OSUTO, TSUKIMASU. (If you press the switch, you turn on the light.)

Sound Words

GORO KORO
GORO KORO

It describes how a small and light

It is the sound of thunder. object rolls.
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=L\
LESSON 31 £5582FECI LK
MO HACHIJUNI SAI DESU YO

é )
7> BlEHSA. BraTIN. Grandma, you sure are healthy,
Anna OBASAN, OGENKI DESU NE. aren’t you?

HlEHb=A £58 2HTT L. b, DEEEST, I'm already 82 years old.
Grandma MO HACHIJUNI SAI DESU YO. Now, please have some tea.
SA, OCHA O DOZO.
7> b, =NURRE. EoBLnTT, Oh! It’s a beautiful green
Anna WA, KIREINA MIDORI IRO. color.
KAORI MO II DESU. It has a good fragrance, too.
. J

4 Grammar Tips

@ Numbers (2) See lesson 6
NI
- JU + ICHI NDOICHI = olNDU + ICHI
- JU + NI NIJONI = NIJO + NI
@ Colors
MIDORI AKA AO
(Green) (Red) (Blue)

® Honorific O and GO

® When we want to show respect to the listener or the person we are talking about,
we say O or GO before nouns or adjectives.

@ We use GO with nouns originally from China. For all the other nouns, we use O.

e.g.) OSHIGOTO (work), GOKAZOKU (family)

Sound Words

GABU
It is the sound of drinking something It is the sound of quickly drinking
in big gulps. something with great force.
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LESSON 32 %&Ié“la)(§5b“f¥§'€?

FUTON NO HO GA SUKI DESU

r
=<5 FEENY REEBSHITE ? Which do you like better, futons
Sakura FUTON TO BEDDO TO or beds?

DOCHIRA GA SUKI?
7T HRIDEFSHFETT, I like futons better.
Anna ZOREIFEARY REDPDSHNTT, This futon is softer than a bed.
ZNU». BT HRE0)N, Well, good night.
FUTON NO HO GA SUKI DESU.
KONO FUTON WA BEDDO YORI
YAWARAKAI DESU.
SOREJA, OYASUMINASAI.
=<5 HIHo Good night.
Sakura OYASUMI.

~

pmsms—s— e

4 Grammar Tips

(Wh|ch is more _, A or B?)
® When you ask someone to compare the properties of A with those of B,

you say A TO B TO DOCHIRA GA and after that, you say an adjective, followed by DESU KA.

e.g.) FUTON TO BEDDO TO DOCHIRA GA SUKI DESU KA.

(Which do you Iike better, futons or beds?)

r—-—-—-—-—-—-.

-

@ INoun A NO HO GA INoun BI YORI IAd]ectlvel DESU (A is more __ than B)

@ When you compare the propert|es of A with those of B, you say A NO HO GA B YORI

and after that, you say an adjective, followed by DESU.

e.g.) TAI NO HO GA NIHON YORI ATSUI DESU. (Thailand is hotter than Japan.)
@ You can also say, A WA B YORI __ DESU.
e.g.) TAI WA NIHON YORI ATSUI DESU. (Thailand is hotter than Japan.)

Sound Words

It describes how something is soft,

fluffy and elastic.

Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015 -36 -

It describes something soft and light.



www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

LESSON 33 FPoOFrEAICHITET

ANNA-SAN NI AGEMASU
( )
X e gl= T%b‘%fﬁf?%‘z? rEETY, This is a photograph I took at
Kenta KORE WA, BOKU GA FUJISAN Mt. Fuji.
DE TOTTA SHASHIN DESU.
7oF »D. %ﬂbﬁo Oh, that’s me.
Anna A’, WATASHI DA.
X T2 HET. PUFEALCHTET, Are you surprised?
Kenta ODOROITA? Later, I'll give it to you, Anna.
ATODE, ANNA-SAN NI AGEMASU.
7 BE%<NBATIN. SNLLTT, Are you going to give me the
Anna SHASHIN O KURERU N DESU photo?
KA? URESHII DESU. I'm glad.
g J
4 Grammar Tips
@® AGEMASU

& When the speaker gives something to the listener,

the speaker says AGEMASU (to give).

AGEMASU is also used, when people generally

give something to others.

@ KUREMASU

@ If somebody gives you something,
you use KUREMASU (to give).

® In Japanese, different verbs are used,

depending on whether you are speaking from

the perspective of the giver or the receiver.

It describes a person who is smiling,

Sound Words

silently and happily.

_37_

KUREMASU
= KUREMASHITA (Past form)
= KURERU (Dictionary form)

This describes a person giving a faint smile.
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LESSON 34 PHEHIKTBVLWULWTT
YAWARAKAKUTE OISHII DESU

r
fEk Ho. ~hOpkE. Oh, here comes toro.
Kenta A’ TORO GA KITA.
7F kOS> TRTTH What is toro?

Anna TORO TTE NAN DESU KA.
fEx TOODBBHOESTE, E5%, It’s the belly part of a tuna.
Kenta MAGURO NO ONAKA NO BUBUN Here you go.
DESU. DOZO.
7T WZIZEFT ., PHOSHKTEWLLWLWTT, Thank you for the food.
Anna ITADAKIMASU. It’s tender and delicious.
YAWARAKAKUTE OISHII DESU.

.

4 Grammar Tips TORO

@ _TTENANDESU KA (Whatis _?)

@ You can ask what something is, or what it means
by adding TTE NAN DESU KA.
e.g.) TORO TTE NAN DESU KA. (What is toro?)
@ How to make TE-form adjectives
I-adjectives : Change I to KUTE e.g.) YAWARAKAI (tender) = YAWARAKAKUTE
NA-adjectives : Add DE e.g.) GENKI (healthy) = GENKIDE
® %TE-form adjective% + EAdjectiveé Adjectives : See p.53
@ If you want to modify son‘;e_tr_nFujl_Js:mg two or more adjectives,
you change the preceding adjectives to the TE-form.
e.g.) YAWARAKAKUTE OISHII DESU. (It's tender and delicious.)
Sound Words
It is the word for a simple and It describes a food rich in taste,

lightly-flavoured food. oily or heavy.
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=)
LESSON 35 L3Sy bPhO—REEXEITH
KUREJITTO KADO WA TSUKAEMASU KA

( )
fEx Bjﬁﬁu}%%a"ﬁﬁgb\bi?o Can I have the check, please?
Kenta OKANJO O ONEGAI SHIMASU.
= 2520 0MTY, Altogether, it’s 5,200 yen.

Cashier ZENBU DE GOSEN NIHYAKU EN
DESU.
fEx OISy MI— REEZETH, Can I use a credit card?
Kenta KUREJITTO KADO WA
TSUKAEMASU KA.
EE 0, BxET. Yes, you can.
Cashier HAI, TSUKAEMASU.
. J
4 Grammar Tips
@® Numbers (3) See lesson 6, 31
100 1000 10000
HYAKU B SEN T MAN 5

@ Potential form of verbs

Verbs : See pp.54, 55

@ The potential form of verbs has two meanings. One is ability to do something.

The other is permission to do something under a certain circumstance.

e.g.) HANASHIMASU (to speak)

= HANASEMASU (can speak)

TSUKAIMASU  (to use) = TSUKAEMASU (can use)

Sound Words

It is the sound of a cash register

reading bar codes.

_39_

It is the sound for when a

microwave oven finishes cooking.
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NAEES .
LESSON 36 5 UiRTNIERDFEEA
BENKYO SHINAKEREBA NARIMASEN

4 )
Az é(_{* .
[EFN WMULIRDZFRT, I will be lonely.
Kenta SABISHIKU NARIMASU.
nr
7o IhETT. Me, too.
ROBS  AAELS .
Anna TEAZTH 88 URIFNERDEE A But I have to study at my
WATASHI MO DESU. university.

DEMO, DAIGAKU DE BENKYO
SHINAKEREBA NARIMASEN.

s \ TR LT , ,
ik U, BhEhke cEmiciT==7. Then, I will go to Tokyo during
Kenta JA, BOKU GA HARUYASUMI spring vacation.
NI TOKYO NI IKIMASU.
L .

4 Grammar Tips

@ When you say you must, or need to do something, you replace the NAI part at the end of

the NAI-form verb with NAKEREBA NARIMASEN.

(MASU-form) (NAI-form)
IKIMASU - IKANAI - IKANAKEREBA NARIMASEN.
(to go) (not to go) (I have to go.)
@ SEASONS
HARU (Spring) NATSU (Summer) AKI (Autumn) FUYU (Winter)

Sound Words

HYOHYO

It describes the wind, The wind is speeding up. The wind blows even faster

continuously blowing. and stronger.
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LESSON 37 E.:I:UJ%'_—ET D, 87 b’a‘:ﬁ/\r DLEULE
FUJISAN O MITARI, OSUSHI O TABETARI SHIMASHITA

( )

D525 £72 L e g '
b= yii: HiTdESES R ? How was your trip?
Dorm RYOKO WA DO DATTA?
Mother

B0 %
7 F E1liz8rE0. BTLEARED I watched Mt. Fuji, ate sushi

Iz

Anna LELE. BUNSETT. (and so on).

FUJISAN O MITARI, OSUSHI O It was fun.

TABETARI SHIMASHITA.
TANOSHIKATTA DESU.

&OF

2R ENUE LM 27201, It was good.
Dorm SORE WA YOKATTA WA NE.
kMother D

4 Grammar Tips

) TA form verbl + RI, TA form verbl + RI SHIMASU

@& When we cite two or three examples out of a number of actions, we use TA-form verbs
and attach RI after each TA-form verb in succession. And at the end, we close the sentence
by using SHIMASU (to do) or SHIMASHITA (did).

e.g.) FUJISAN O MITA. (I watched Mt. Fuji.) OSUSHI O TABETA. (I ate sushi.)
FUJISAMIE, OSUSHI O TABETARI SHIMASHITA.

(I watched Mt. Fuji, ate sushi, and so on.)

@ _ WA DO DATTA? (How was _?)
@ DO is how. DATTA is the casual form of DESHITA, which ends a sentence with the past form.
e.g.) SHIKEN WA DO DATTA? (How was the exam?)

Sound Words

It describes the feeling of being It describes being utterly exhausted,

really worn out and weak. and as though you have lost all energy.
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LESSON 38 AhUCEbFEUE
KASHIKOMARIMASHITA
4 A
DESE L & ATESWA Jan L
ZH I_‘EE?% [TETHBEVNLET, Please take us to Citizens’
Dorm SHIMIN BYOIN MADE ONEGAI Hospital.
Mother SHIMASU.
Jﬁéﬁ% MruCcEDbFUE. Understood.
Taxi Driver KASHIKOMARIMASHITA.
SEF e > JATD Zn
=T F5I<IToT. 3DBEDESREE IC Go straight, and turn to the left
Dorm A > T IR, at the third signal, please.
Mother MASSUGU ITTE, MITTSU ME NO
SHINGO O HIDARI NI MAGATTE
KUDASAI.
\_ Yy,

4 Grammar Tips

® Honorific expression
@ You use honorific expression when you are talking with, or referring to, your seniors, superiors,

or people you don’t know well.

@ Two honorific forms of verbs

(1) Respectful form

If you use it to express the deeds or the situations of the person you are talking with

MIMASU =
(to watch)

GORANNINARIMASU

or referring to, you can show respect to that person.
WAKARIMASHITA =
(2) Humble form
(Understood)

You show your respect by using humble words to speak about yourself.

KASHIKOMARIMASHITA

Sound Words

FURAFURA KURAKURA

It is said when you can hardly stand up It describes the feeling of being dizzy.

due to fatigue or a fever.
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LESSON 39 HhEEERBNWET
KAZE DA TO OMOIMASU

( )
& EDULFRULEEM, What is the problem?
Doctor DO SHIMASHITA KA.
7F wEnbET, I have a cough.

Anna SEKI GA DEMASU.
BR HE537. 8EHDET, She also has a fever of 37.8
Dorm NETSU MO SANJUNANA TEN degrees Celsius.
Mother HACHI DO ARIMASU.
=& DERBETIEE, Please show me your throat.
Doctor R EBNET, I think you have a cold.
NODO O MISETE KUDASAI
KAZE DA TO OMOIMASU.

G J

4 Grammar Tips

@® Explain your symptoms

ATAMA GA ITAI DESU. HANAMIZU GA DEMASU. ONAKA GA ITAI DESU.

(I have a headache.) (I have a runny nose.) (My stomach aches.)
@ _ TO OMOIMASU (I think that _ )
® When you express your ideas, opinions or guesses, you first say what you think,
and then say TO OMOIMASU. Before TO OMOIMASU, you use the plain form of verbs.
e.g.) KANOJO WA KIMASU. = KANOJO WA KURU TO OMOIMASU.

(She will come.) (I think she will come.)

Sound Words

GOHOGOHO

A slight cough A bad cough
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HIcE
LESSON 40 BEMNRTESIELET
ATAMA GA ZUKIZUKI SHIMASU

r
bt ENDPTI K, Here is some rice porridge.
Dorm KL &5 How are you feeling?

Mother OKAYU DESU YO.
TAICHO WA, DO?
7 EHATETELET, My head throbs.
Anna ATAMA GA ZUKIZUKI SHIMASU.
= 25, MLLWEOHBSR5, E5TH, I see.
Dorm SO. HOSHII MONO GA ATTARA, If there is anything you want,
Mother ITTE NE. tell me.
\

4 Grammar Tips

@® ZUKIZUKI SHIMASU (to throb)
@ ZUKIZUKI is an onomatopoeia. You can use it, when you have a headache, and feel as if
your head were pulsing. If combined with SHIMASU (to do), the word becomes a verb.
@ Three groups of Japanese verbs Verbs : See pp.54, 55

@ Japanese verbs are divided into 3 groups. Each group has its own patterns of conjugations.

--- The verbs that have the vowel I in the syllable before MASU.
e.g.) KAKIMASU (to write)

-- The verbs that have the vowel E and some verbs that have the vowel I
in the syllable before MASU. e.g.) TABEMASU (to eat)

--- SHIMASU (to do), KIMASU (to come)

Sound Words

!

It describes feeling chills from a fever. It describes feeling nauseous.
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LESSON 41 ;Iﬁ("‘( CENTET. ﬁbb\or T9
GAKUEN-SAI NI IKU KOTO GA DEKITE, TANOSHIKATTA DESU

é )

7 ks Dear Kenta

Anna KENTA SAMA
BAATTH Are you doing fine?
OGENKI DESU KA. Thank you very much for the
ol EBonESTENELR, other day.
KONOAIDA WA ARIGATO I was able to go to the campus
GOZAIMASHITA. festival, and it was fun.
LEECT< e TET. BUHRT See you in Tokyo next time.
9,

GAKUEN-SAI NI IKU KOTO GA

DEKITE, TANOSHIKATTA DESU.

RIRRTE2NEL &L S,

9 TSUGI WA TOKYO DE AIMASHO. )

4 Grammar Tips

ettt

® chtlonary-form verb + KOTO GA DEKIMASU (can do the thing of _)

l_ _________________________________

@ You can express ability or potential, if you use the dictionary form of verbs,
and attach to it KOTO GA DEKIMASU.
e.g.) WATASHI WA IKU KOTO GA DEKIMASU. (I can go.)

® You can express the same meaning using the potential form. See lesson 35

e.g.) WATASHI WA IKEMASU. (I can go.) @
@ How to write an address
Sender’s —— Receiver’s

@ Traditionally, you have to write Japanese

address and address

in vertical lines, and from right to left. name

~— Receiver’s
® SAMA (#%) is an honorific word used after a person’s name
name to express respect for the person.
Sound Words

SAPPARI

It describes a neat and tidy room It means feeling refreshed. You can say it,

only with minimum essentials. after you have washed your face.
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LESSON 42 &EnhnsiFASLLLDER
DORE GA ICHIBAN OISHII KANA

(
7 ENHVSIFABLLLDE, I wonder which is the most
Anna DORE GA ICHIBAN OISHII delicious.
KANA.
BAENOA F< 3EsLES  GAE . .
i o] =1 BORAFALFATNDDFRT K. Makunouchi-bento is popular.

Salesperson MAKUNOUCHI-BENTO WA NINKI
GA ARIMASU YO.

7o U, %Lb(iﬁd)%o Then, I will take the
Anna JA, WATASHI WA MAKUNOUCHI. Makunouchi.
oRUD B, SHONERIL RO LET. Me, too.

Rodrigo BOKU MO. Split the bill, please.

SHIHARAI WA BETSUBETSUNI
ONEGAI SHIMASU.

.

4 Grammar Tips MAKUNOUCHI-
BENTO

@ ICHIBAN (The best, the most, number one)
® When you compare three or more things, you express which is the best by saying ICHIBAN.
e.g.) WATASHI WA MAKUNOUCHI-BENTO GA ICHIBAN SUKI DESU.

(I like Makunouchi-bento, or a variety box lunch the best.)

® To make questions, using ICHIBAN, you use different interrogatives before ICHIBAN,

depending on what is being compared.
ITSU GA (When) DOKO GA (Where)
» ICHIBAN + (Adjective)
DORE GA (Which) NANI GA (What)

Sound Words
PEKO
@ PEKO

It is the sound of a stomach, It describes being very hungry.

when a person is hungry.
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LESSON 43 ESLTTLLDD
DOSHITE DESHO KA

é )
e ok e sl s sa
% DR E SN TNET, Himeji Castle is said to be a
Teacher EDSULTTULDN, miracle castle.
HIMEJI-JO WA KISEKI NO Why do you think it is?

SHIRO TO IWARETE IMASU.
DOSHITE DESHO KA.
orudg BETERIRN NS TT, Because it has never burned
Rodrigo SENSO DEMO YAKENAKATTA down even in wars.
KARA DESU.
E9H. ORUID! Great, Rodrigo!
Anna SASUGA, RODORIGO!

N
\
\.|_

4 Grammar Tips

@ _DESHO (probably )
& You use DESHO at the end of a sentence,
when you talk about a prediction for the future
or something uncertain.

e.g.) ASHITA WA AME DESHO.

Himeji Castle
© Himeji City

(It will probably rain tomorrow.)

@ DOSHITE DESHO KA (Why do you think it is?)
& DOSHITE means “why.” To make DOSHITE formal, use NAZE (why). = NAZE DESHO KA

Sound Words

It is the sound used for a right answer. It is the sound used for a wrong answer.

- 47 - Created by NHK WORLD © ver. April 2015



To download free audio lessons, visit NHK WORLD

LESSON 44

HBFERATHS. FRERIET

WAGASHI O TABETE KARA, MACCHA O NOMIMASU

( )
7 ﬁ%#(itfﬁgb\_@?mo Japanese cakes are very sweet,
Anna WAGASHI WA TOTEMO AMAI aren’t they?
DESU NE.

S HEFEBRTHS, KEERAET. After you eat Japanese cakes,

Teacher ﬁ%—%(i%b\b‘ﬁ LNFEEA you drink powdered green tea.
WAGASHI O TABETE KARA, The powdered green tea may be
MACCHA O NOMIMASU. bitter.
MACCHA WA NIGAI
KAMOSHIREMASEN.

7 HE EpLONELE. Wk, Teacher, my feet have gone to

Anna SENSEI, ASHI GA sleep.

\_ SHIBIREMASHITA. ITATATATA. Oh, oh, oh, ouch! )

4 Grammar Tips

® KARA is a particle meaning “after.”

An action taken before KARA is followed by another action after it.

You use the TE-form of verbs before KARA.
e.g.) WAGASHI O TABETE KARA, MACCHA O NOMIMASU.

—>

(After you eat Japanese cakes, you drink powdered green tea.)

@ _ KAMOSHIREMASEN (It may be )

e.g.) NIGAI KAMOSHIREMASEN.

(It may be bitter.)

Sound Words

You say this when your hands or legs have

become numb or developed a painful tingle.
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(It may be sweet.)

BIRIBIRI

It describes a sensation caused by

something like an electric shock.
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LESSON 45 SR EBBHTES
OTANJOBI OMEDETO

( )
AT 7 F. BHEASHTES, Anna, Happy Birthday!
All ANNA, OTANJOBI OMEDETO.
fEx N, FAOKIESTY. This is a little something for you.
Kenta KORE, HONNO KIMOCHI DESU.
7F EDEHDONEDTETNFET, I would like to thank you very
Anna DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU. much.
=<5 fEE557=m7 What did you get?
Sakura NANI O MORATTA NO?
Vo B THELNTI D, May I open this?
Anna AKETE MO II DESU KA.
L J

4 Grammar Tips

@ OTANJOBI OMEDETO (Happy Birthday)
@ OTANJOBI is “a birthday.” OMEDETO is “congratulations.”
Expressed politely = OTANJOBI OMEDETO GOZAIMASU. (Happy Birthday.)
@ MORAIMASU (to be given/to get)
® When the receiver is the subject, you use MORAIMASU. Use the particle NI to indicate the giver.
e.g.) KANOJO WA KARE NI FUSEN O MORAIMASU. (She is given a balloon by him.)
@ When the giver is the subject, you use AGEMASU (to give).

See lesson 33
e.g.) KARE WA KANOJO NI FUSEN O AGEMASU.
(He gives her a balloon.)

Sound Words

@ HORORI

It describes being moved almost to tears, It describes being moved to tears in spite of

and deep heartfelt emotion. yourself, and feeling sympathy for somebody.
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LESSON 46 IREIT DEIC,. SERBICENTETTEGETY
KIKOKU SURU MAE NI, YUKI O MIRU KOTO GA DEKITE SHIAWASE DESU

( )
7 EUNMLT, B2 [s it snowing?
Anna MOSHIKASHITE, YUKI?
fEx cnid BE. BokscEsE5 This is powder snow.
Kenta LTWLWATUL, It’s light, dry and fine like powder,
isn’t it?

KORE WA, KONAYUKI.
KONA NO YO NI
SARASARA SHITEIRU DESHO.

= - < ESd [orS “
7 RET3HIC. EEBZTENTET I’'m happy to be able to see snow,
28]
Anna % BT, before I go back to my country.

KIKOKU SURU MAE NI,
YUKI O MIRU KOTO GA
DEKITE SHIAWASE DESU. )

4 Grammar Tips

@ _NO YO NI (like, similarto )
e.g.) KONA NO YO NI (like powder)

————————————————————————————————————

@& MAE NI (before) is an expression to emphasize what you do or did before taking another action.
Verbs take the dictionary form, when they are followed by MAE NI.
e.g.) GOHAN O TABERU MAE NI, TE O ARAIMASHITA. (Before I ate a meal, I washed my hands.)
@ You use ATO DE (after), when you want to emphasize what you do or did, after taking
another action. You use the TA-form of verbs before ATO DE.

e.g.) GOHAN O TABETA ATO DE, OSARA O ARAIMASU. (After I eat a meal, I wash dishes.)

Sound Words

CHIRA
CHIRA

It describes something small and light, such as It describes snow falling for a long time.

snowflakes, falling slowly in the air.
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C FAZEESL )
BARBHE(CRDIDNSTY
NIHONGO-KYOSHI NI NARU NO GA YUME DESU

( N
BAEN 3EL):‘ _ D ) 2 -
BRIC. #unsAnZaBzTa, Lastly, please tell us your
Teacher SAIGO NI, MINASAN NO dreams.
YUME O OSHIETE KUDASAI
- . £< I =107 k)
OorU3d B 1A LEVTT, [ want to travel around Japan.
Rodrigo BOKU WA NIHON O ISSHU
SHITAI DESU.
nEL C B AZELEOL )
7 (- - - OXEHECRBZONETT, As for me, to be a Japanese
Anna WATASHI WA... NIHONGO-KYOSHI language teacher is my dream.
NI NARU NO GA YUME DESU.
L J

4 Grammar Tips

@® _ NI NARIMASU (to be/to become _)

@ NI is a particle indicating the result of a change.

e.g.) NIHONGO KYOSHI NI NARIMASU. (I will become a Japanese language teacher.)

@

i
i
S, I

Plain-form verb + NO : Change verbs into nouns

® To change verbs into nouns, you add NO to the plain forms of verbs, such as the dictionary form

or the TA-form.

e.g.) NIHONGO-KYOSHI NI NARU NO GA YUME DESU.
ﬂ:;> Dictionary form of NARIMASU (to be)

(To be a Japanese language teacher is my dream.)

@ You can also use KOTO, instead

of NO.

e.g.) NIHONGO-KYOSHI NI NARU KOTO GA YUME DESU.

Sound Words

SURASURA

It describes somebody talking or
reading about something smoothly

and effortlessly.

_51_

PERAPERA

It describes people chattering quickly and
continuously, or somebody talking to others

about something he or she is not supposed to.
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LESSON 48 WAWABHEEICRDEUE
IROIRO OSEWA NI NARIMASHITA

AT

(N
Kenta
=<5

Sakura

N
G
+

Anna

W Ic&EDIT,

KARADA NI KIOTSUKETE.
SRV SER L TR,

TAI NI TSUITARA,

RENRAKU SHITE NE.

F. WBNSREECRDELRE,
BAEAES<BTABRTAT,
HAI. IROIRO OSEWA NI

Please take care of yourself.

When you arrive in Thailand,

please let us know.

Yes. Thank you very much for
everything.
Kenta and Sakura, please take

NARIMASHITA. KENTA-SAN TO care of yourselves, too.

SAKURA-SAN MO OGENKIDE.

4 Grammar Tips

@® KIOTSUKETE (Take care / Be careful)
® KIOTSUKETE is the TE-form of the verb, KIOTSUKEMASU (to take care / to be careful).

® We use the particle NI to indicate the object of this verb, or what you should take care of.

e.g.) KURUMA NI KIOTSUKETE. (Be careful of cars.)

@ Farewell greetings

IROIRO OSEWA NI
NARIMASHITA.
(Thank you very much for

everything.)

Sound Words

It describes laughing happily

with your mouth wide open.
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OGENKIDE.
(Take care.)

SAYONARA.

(Goodbye.)

It describes laughing with the mouth not so
wide open. It often describes a woman

laughing in a quiet way.

_52_




www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

Adjectives
Negative form Past form TE-form
I-adjectives happy SnLun SnL< AL sSnUhork 5nL<T
URESHII URESHIKU NAI URESHIKATTA URESHIKUTE
interesting HEL3L BELB< | BL BELBH T BELBLT
OMOSHIROI OMOSHIROKU NAI OMOSHIROKATTA | OMOSHIROKUTE
busy LW o< | B N U T u<T
ISOGASHII ISOGASHIKU NAIL ISOGASHIKATTA | ISOGASHIKUTE
cheap %\ ‘§< AN gb\ofc g<'€
YASUI YASUKU NAI YASUKATTA YASUKUTE
cute AL HL< =10 N s IRV PN T
KAWAII KAWAIKU NAI KAWAIKATTA KAWAIKUTE
big R K< L AL Rehor Ra<T
OKII OKIKU NAI OKIKATTA OKIKUTE
delicious HLLL BLILL L BLLHTE HBLLLT
OISHII OISHIKU NAI OISHIKATTA OISHIKUTE
good LIy £< L R0 £hoTz £<T
11 YOKU NAI YOKATTA YOKUTE
Na-adjectives | all right *tE Kkl BV *KLER-7 *tET
DADIOBU DAIJOBUDEWA | NAI DAIJOBUDATTA DAIIOBUDE
good at ¥ FFrx BV FFronr F¥c
16zU JOZUDEWA NAI JOZUDATTA 16ZUDE
healthy & Tl ED Tarofk TaT
GENKI GENKIDEWA NAI GENKIDATTA GENKIDE
fond of frz fETE | BV frereornk T
SUKI SUKIDEWA NAI SUKIDATTA SUKIDE
famous % BEck | BY BrRoR 2T
YUMEI YOMEIDEWA | NAI YUMEIDATTA YUMEIDE
Counters
1 2 3 4 5
TSU 0ED SIZD HDD LoD L\DD
(piece) HITOTSU FUTATSU MITTSU YOTTSU ITSUTSU
KAI Lo [EhY AN KA ZHh
(floor) IKKAI NIKAI SANGAI YONKAI GOKAI
FUN / PUN WD RA (S3A EARA KARA ZRA
(minute) IPPUN NIFUN SANPUN YONPUN GOFUN
SAI Lo [Z&L TAEN KA &0
(year old) ISSAI NISAI SANSAI YONSAI GOSAI
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Verbs
MASU-form Dictionary form | TE-form TA-form
- |
on H on on on
Group1 to use B o F9 B> #F>7T B>z
TSUKAI MASU TSUKAU TSUKATTE TSUKATTA
to wait &5 T Ao HoT Bt
MACHI MASU MATSU MATTE MATTA
to gather g0 | FT £x3 Ex-57T Exon
ATSUMARI | MASU ATSUMARU ATSUMATTE ATSUMATTA
& | & & &
to read Bl | ESED FD AT STATE
YOMI ! MASU YOMU YONDE YONDA
. n E n n n
to write == LFY =< 20\ C sz
KAKI MASU KAKU KAITE KAITA
[ : [k Bk Ve
to hurry | LET ac anT aune
ISOGI | MASU ISOGU ISOIDE ISOIDA
to turn off sU | aw s BT WUz
KESHI ' MASU KESU KESHITE KESHITA
to go e EY 1< 15T o7
IKI MASU IKU ITTE ITTA
= E = = =
Group2 to eat BA T BB BAT BAR
TABE ! MASU TABERU TABETE TABETA
B ] R B R
to BX L FT Bz BXT =&
memorize OBOE MASU OBOERU OBOETE OBOETA
to be 0 LT W3 WT A=
I ! MASU IRU ITE ITA
o i o 7 o
to see =2 | £9 B3 BT Bz
MI I MASU MIRU MITE MITA
= E < = =
Group3 to come P - P kT Xz
KI ! MASU KURU KITE KITA
to do L =T I3 LT L
SHI MASU SURU SHITE SHITA
RNAELD ' NAELD NAELD NAZEELDS
to study 48 L =7 WD e LT s Ure
BENKYO SHI MASU | BENKYO SURU | BENKYO SHITE | BENKYO SHITA
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NAI-form Passive form Volitional Command Potential form
form form
- |
Bn AR fBhn L xT B> Bx Bz | =7
TSUKAWA NAI | TSUKAWARE MASU | TSUKAO TSUKAE TSUKAE MASU
& L0 wren L xT He> &T sT | 7
MATA NAI MATARE MASU MATO MATE MATE MASU
x5 | An Exsn | =7 £x325 Exn Exn | =9
ATSUMARA NAI | ATSUMARARE MASU | ATSUMARO | ATSUMARE | ATSUMARE MASU
T GEn | F9 F55 Fash G0 | FT
YOMA NAI YOMARE MASU YOMO YOME YOME MASU
& nun &n | T | &> &1 &r | z9
KAKA NAI KAKARE MASU KAKO KAKE KAKE MASU
2 | oau Spn | ET g5 Aur a5 | =9
ISOGA | NAI ISOGARE | MASU 1SOGO ISOGE ISOGE | MASU
S = E S RS st W oEd
KESA | NAI KESARE | MASU KESO KESE KESE | MASU
T LR I =T 72> 1713 T ET
IKA NAI IKARE MASU KO IKE IKE MASU
BAR 7 BASI | &9 BRES BRZ AT
TABE | NAI TABERARE | MASU TABEYO TABERO TABERARE | MASU
¥z e ¥zx5n | =9 Y245 Ez3 ¥zxsn | =9
OBOE NAI OBOERARE MASU | OBOEYO OBOERO OBOERARE MASU
A = wsn L FT N> W3 wsn L FY
| NAI IRARE | MASU Y0 IRO IRARE | MASU
& 7 gsn | Fv B4&5 &3 gsn | F9
MI | NAI MIRARE | MASU MIYO MIRO MIRARE | MASU
5 a0 k5N | FY k&S N VS
KO | NAI KORARE | MASU KOYO KOl KORARE | MASU
L ) =n L EY L&LS L3 T L ET
SHI NAI SARE MASU SHIYO SHIRO DEKI MASU
WEL L Wman 9 | BELLS | BELS WmTE =7
BENKYO SHI NAI | BENKYO SARE MASU BENKYO BENKYO BENKYO MASU
| | SHIYO SHIRO DEKI
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The Japanese Syllabaries
(Hiragana)

To check the right pronunciation, visit our website at NHK WORLD
www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

a [ u e 0
ka Ki ku ke ko
sa shi su se SO
ta chi tsu te to
na ni nu ne no
ha hi fu he ho
ma mi mu me mo
ya yu yo
ra ri ru re ro
wa 0 n
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The Japanese Syllabaries
(Katakana)

To check the right pronunciation, visit our website at NHK WORLD
www.nhk.or.jp/lesson/english

a [ u e o]
ka ki ku ke ko
sa shi su se SO
ta chi tsu te to
na ni nu ne no
ha hi fu he ho
ma mi mu me mo
ya yu yo
ra ri ru re ro
wa o] n
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Editorial Supervisor

Bk (AKANE TOKUNAGA)

Associate Professor - Kanda University of International Studies

[Profile]

Tokunaga has been active in various roles as a Japanese language
teacher since the 1990’s. From the year 2000, she has been teaching
Japanese to foreign students in the Japanese Language and Culture
Program at Kanda University of International Studies. She has also
been involved in developing teaching materials. She has a friendly
personality, and is highly evaluated for her practical lessons.

Co-hosts

Michelle Yamamoto started off as a
NHK Journalist and is pursuing a
career as a Freelance Broadcaster.

She is a regular host and reporter for

many English programs on NHK
WORLD TV and Radio Japan,

she travels actively all across Japan
doing interviews.

Hi, my name is Michelle Yamamoto.
I was born in California USA and was

Germany. My love for learning new

culture.

I hope that the new episodes of Easy

Japanese will help you learn both the
language and the fascinating culture

Qapan has to offer you!

brought up in Japan, UK, France and

languages comes directly from my love of
getting to know more people and more
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Jonathan Sherr has appeared in a
variety of Japanese media, such as
movies, television and radio. He has
worked with NHK since 2003 when he
first appeared on Radio Japan.

Hello everyone, I'm Jonathan Sherr.

I was born in the state of California in the
USA just like Michelle, but spent much of
my time growing up in Iowa. I have lived in
Japan since 1998, and knowing how to
speak Japanese has enriched my
experience immensely!

It is my sincere hope that Easy Japanese is
the beginning of a wonderful journey for

you. And, above all, I hope that you have

\Jun!
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